
BCS 3 – Very thin. All ribs and back bone easily 
visible and no apparent fat deposits anywhere on 
the body. Individual vertebrae are visible along the 
back bone. Some muscle wasting is evident in the 
hind quarter.

BCS 4 – Thin. Ribs and backbone visible, but 
individual vertebrae not visible. No muscle 
wasting. Sunk in appearance around the tail head.

BCS 5 – Moderate condition. Last two or three ribs usually 
visible, and little fat is evident in the brisket or around tail 
head, but area around the tail head is not sunken.

BCS 6 – Smooth appearance. Ribs not easily visible. A 
small amount of fat is evident around the tail head and in  
the brisket.

BCS 7 – Fleshy 
appearance. Brisket 
and tail head have 
considerable fat 
deposits, and the back  
has a flattened 
appearance.

Body Condition Scoring 
1-9 Scale
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